German Semantic Primes, with English equivalents
	ICH, DU, JEMAND, ETWAS~DING, MENSCHEN~LEUTE, KÖRPER 
	substantives

	I, YOU, SOMEONE, SOMETHING~THING, PEOPLE, BODY
	

	ARTEN, TEILEN 
	relational substantives

	KINDS, PARTS
	

	DIESE(R), DASSELBE, ANDERE(R) 
	determiners

	THIS, THE SAME, OTHER~ELSE
	

	EINS, ZWEI, EINIGE, ALLE, VIEL~VIELE, WENIG~WENIGE 
	quantifiers

	ONE, TWO, SOME, ALL, MUCH~MANY, LITTLE~FEW
	

	GUT, SCHLECHT 
	evaluators

	GOOD, BAD
	

	GROSS, KLEIN 
	descriptors

	BIG, SMALL
	

	WISSEN, DENKEN, WOLLEN, NICHT WOLLEN, FÜHLEN, SEHEN, HÖREN 
	mental predicates

	KNOW, THINK, WANT, DON’T WANT, FEEL, SEE, HEAR
	

	SAGEN, WÖRTER, WAHR
	speech

	SAY, WORDS, TRUE
	

	TUN, PASSIEREN, BEWEGEN
	actions, events, movement, contact

	DO, HAPPEN, MOVE
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack](IRGENDWO) SEIN, ES GIBT, (JEMAND/ETWAS) SEIN 
	location, existence,
specification

	BE (SOMEWHERE), THERE IS, BE (SOMEONE/SOMETHING)
	

	(IST) MEIN 
	possession

	(IS) MINE
	

	LEBEN, STERBEN 
	life and death

	LIVE, DIE
	

	WENN~ZEIT, JETZT, VOR, NACH, EINE LANGE ZEIT, EINE KURZE ZEIT, EINIGE ZEIT, MOMENT 
	time

	WHEN~TIME, NOW, BEFORE, AFTER, A LONG TIME, A SHORT TIME, FOR SOME TIME, MOMENT
	

	WO~ORT, HIER, ÜBER, UNTER, WEIT, NAH, SEITE, INNEN, BERÜHREN
	place

	WHERE~PLACE, HERE, ABOVE, BELOW, FAR, NEAR, SIDE, INSIDE, TOUCH
	

	NICHT, VIELLEICHT, KÖNNEN, WEIL~WEGEN, WENN
	logical concepts

	NOT, MAYBE, CAN, BECAUSE, IF
	

	SEHR, MEHR 
	intensifier, augmentor

	VERY, MORE
	

	WIE~ALS~WEISE 
	similarity

	LIKE~AS~WAY
	


Notes: • Exponents of primes can be polysemous, i.e. they can have other, additional meanings • Exponents of primes may be words, bound morphemes, or phrasemes • They can be formally complex • They can have language-specific combinatorial variants (allolexes, indicated with ~) • Each prime has well-specified syntactic (combinatorial) properties.


G Sonte e g s

P S

e




