Chinese Semantic Primes, with English equivalents
[Based on work by Jock Wong and Zhengdao Ye, after Chappell (2002)]
	我wŏ, 你nĭ, 某人mŏurén ~ 有人yŏurén ~ 人rén, 什么shénme ~ 某事 mŏshì ~ 东西dōngxī, 人们rénmen ~ 人rén, 身体shēntĭ
	substantives

	I, YOU, SOMEONE, SOMETHING~THING, PEOPLE, BODY
	

	种zhŏng, 部分bùfen
	relational substantives

	KINDS, PARTS
	

	这zhè,同一tóngyī ~ 一样yīyàng, 别(的) bié (de) ~ 其他（的) qítā (de) ~ 另lìng
	determiners

	THIS, THE SAME, OTHER~ELSE
	

	一yī, 两liǎng, 有的yŏude ~ 有些yŏuxiē ~ 一些yīxiē, 都dōu ~ 所有(的)suŏyŏu(de), (很)多(hĕn)duō ~ 许多xŭduō, (很)少(hěn)shǎo ~ 一点 yīdiǎn
	quantifiers

	ONE, TWO, SOME, ALL, MUCH~MANY, LITTLE~FEW
	

	好hăo, 坏huài ~ 不好bùhăo
	evaluators

	GOOD, BAD
	

	大dà, 小xiăo
	descriptors

	BIG, SMALL
	

	知道zhīdào, 想xiăng, 要yào ~ 想要xiǎng yào, 不要bùyào, 感觉gănjué, 看kàn ~ 看到kàndào, 听tīng ~ 听到tīngdào 
	mental predicates

	KNOW, THINK, WANT, DON’T WANT, FEEL, SEE, HEAR
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]说shuō, 字zì ~ 词 cí ~ 话huà, 真zhēn
	speech

	SAY, WORDS, TRUE
	

	做zuò, 发生fāshēng, 动dòng
	actions, events, movement

	DO, HAPPEN, MOVE
	

	在zài, 有yŏu, 是shì
	location, existence,
specification

	BE (SOMEWHERE), THERE IS, BE (SOMEONE/SOMETHING)
	

	(是)我的(shì) wǒde
	possession

	(IS) MINE
	

	生活shēnghuó ~ 活huó, 死sĭ
	life and death

	LIVE, DIE
	

	时候shíhòu, 现在xiànzài, 之前zhīqián, 之后zhīhòu, 很久hénjiŭ, 一会儿yīhuìr, 一段时间yīduàn shíjiān, 一刻yīkè
	time

	TIME~ WHEN, NOW, BEFORE, AFTER, A LONG TIME, A SHORT TIME, FOR SOME TIME, MOMENT
	

	地方dìfāng, 这里zhèlǐ, 上面shàngmiàn ~ 上-shàng, 下面xiàmiàn ~ 下-xià, 远yuăn, 近jìn, 边biān, 里面lĭmiàn, 接触jiēchù
	place

	PLACE~WHERE, HERE, ABOVE, BELOW, FAR, NEAR, SIDE, INSIDE, TOUCH
	

	不bù ~ 没méi, 也许yéxǔ, 能néng, 因为yīnwèi, 如果rúguŏ
	logical concepts

	NOT, MAYBE, CAN, BECAUSE, IF
	

	很hĕn, 多duō ~ 还hái
	intensifier, augmentor

	VERY, MORE
	

	像xiàng ~ 这样zhèyàng
	similarity

	LIKE~AS
	


Notes: • Exponents of primes can be polysemous, i.e. they can have other, additional meanings • Exponents of primes may be words, bound morphemes, or phrasemes • They can be formally complex • They can have language-specific combinatorial variants (allolexes, indicated with ~) • Each prime has well-specified syntactic (combinatorial) properties.
