Cantonese Semantic Primes, with English equivalents (Helen Leung, 24 June 2015). Words are shown in the Linguistic Society of Hong Kong Cantonese Romanization Scheme (Jyutping), except that the tone numbers are given as superscripts.
	NGO5, LEI5, JAN4, JE5, JAN4, SAN1TAI2
	substantives

	I, YOU, SOMEONE, SOMETHING~THING, PEOPLE, BODY
	

	ZUNG2, BOU6FAN6
	relational substantives

	KINDS, PARTS
	

	LI1, TUNG4JAT1, LING6JAT1~LING6NGOI6 
	determiners

	THIS, THE SAME, OTHER~ELSE
	

	JAT1, LOENG5, DI1, DOU1~CYUN4BOU6, DO1, SIU2 
	quantifiers

	ONE, TWO, SOME, ALL, MUCH~MANY, LITTLE~FEW
	

	HOU2, M4HOU2
	evaluators

	GOOD, BAD
	

	DAAI6, SAI3
	descriptors

	BIG, SMALL
	

	ZI1DOU3~SIK1, LAM2, SOENG2, M4SOENG2, GOK3DAK1, GIN3(DOU2)~TAI2(DOU2), TENG1DOU2
	mental predicates

	KNOW, THINK, WANT, DON’T WANT, FEEL, SEE, HEAR
	

	GONG2~WAA6, ZI6, ZAN1
	speech

	SAY, WORDS, TRUE
	

	ZOU6, FAAT3SANG1, JUK1
	actions, events, movement

	DO, HAPPEN, MOVE
	

	HAI2, JAU5, HAI6
	location, existence,
specification

	BE (SOMEWHERE), THERE IS, BE (SOMEONE/SOMETHING)
	

	(HAI6)NGO5GE3
	possession

	(IS) MINE
	

	SANG1WUT6~ZYU6, SEI2
	life and death

	LIVE, DIE
	

	SI4HAU6, JI4GAA1, ZI1CIN4, ZI1HAU6, NOI6, DYUN2SI4GAAN3, JAT1DYUN6SI4GAAN3, JAT1ZAN6
	time

	WHEN~TIME, NOW, BEFORE, AFTER, A LONG TIME, A SHORT TIME, FOR SOME TIME, MOMENT
	

	DOU6, LI1DOU6, SEONG6GOU1, HAA6MIN6, JYUN5, KAN6, BIN6, LEOI5MIN6, DIM3
	place

	WHERE~PLACE, HERE, ABOVE, BELOW, FAR, NEAR, SIDE, INSIDE, TOUCH
	

	M4, HO2LANG4~WAAK6ZE2, HO2JI5, JAN1WAI6, JYU4GWO2(…ZAU6…)
	logical concepts

	NOT, MAYBE, CAN, BECAUSE, IF
	

	HOU2, DO1DI1~ZOI3
	intensifier, augmentor

	VERY, MORE
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]CI5~GAM2JOENG2
	similarity

	LIKE~AS~WAY
	


Notes: • Exponents of primes can be polysemous, i.e. they can have other, additional meanings. • Exponents of primes may be words, bound morphemes, or phrasemes • They can be formally complex • They can have language-specific combinatorial variants (allolexes, indicated with ~) • Each prime has well-specified syntactic (combinatorial) properties.
