Ambharic Semantic Primes, with English equivalents (Version 1, 2016)

Mengistu Amberber (cf. Amberber 2008)

ine, anto/antfi, and sow, and nagar, sow, sowinnat
A ATT/RAPE:ATE 0@ R7E 1IC N0 Ao-1F
I, YOU, SOMEONE, SOMETHING~THING, PEOPLE, BODY

substantives

ajnat, kifil
AL NEA
KINDS, PARTS

relational substantives

jih, and ajnat, lela
LYIATE ALTTIMA
THIS, THE SAME, OTHER~ELSE

determiners

and, hulatt, andand, hullu, bizu, t’ik’it
AT AT AT e P
ONE, TWO, SOME, ALL, MUCH~MANY, LITTLE~FEW

quantifiers

t’iru, moat’fo
T4+ OOPE
GOOD, BAD

evaluators

tillik’, tinnif
Fad T
BIG, SMALL

descriptors

awwak’s, assaba, fallaga, alfallogomm, tosamma-, ajjs, somma
ADP: AN+ LATF ANLATT TN %0 (9T
KNOW, THINK, WANT, DON'T WANT, FEEL, SEE, HEAR

mental predicates

als, k’al, iwnoat
ANt PO RO
SAY, WORDS, TRUE

speech

adarrago, hona, tonk’asak’k’asa
ALLY: P TrPAPA
DO, HAPPEN, MOVE

actions, events,
movement

(and bota) naw, alls, (and sew/and nagor) naw

location, existence,

(W3€ 0F) 102 At (RTE AD/RTL 1IC) 10- specification
BE (SOMEWHERE), THERE IS, BE (SOMEONE/SOMETHING)

jone (now) possession
¢z (h@)

(IS) MINE

nors, mota life and death
LTt

LIVE, DIE

gize, ahun, k’admo, bahwala, bizu gize, tinni{ gize, lshona time
gize, band gize

LHE AT PP AUPAL AR LH: 70 LH:APT LB 07 LE

WHEN~TIME, NOW, BEFORE, AFTER, A LONG TIME, A SHORT TIME, FOR

SOME TIME, MOMENT

jot/bota, izzih, balaj, batatftf, ruk’, k’irb, gonn, nakka place

/0 F: ALY AL N 3T 4P PCN: 77+ Th
WHERE~PLACE, HERE, ABOVE, BELOW, FAR, NEAR, SIDE, INSIDE,
TOUCH

a(l) . .. mm, minalbat, tfals, sils-, ke-
AQ) ... P SRANT: Fazdath
NOT, MAYBE, CAN, BECAUSE, IF

logical concepts




bot’am, jibalt’
NN = LA T
VERY, MORE

intensifier, augmentor

ind-
AL
LIKE~AS

similarity

Notes: ® Exponents of primes can be polysemous, i.e. they can have other meanings in addition
to the semantically primitive meaning ¢ Exponents of primes may be words, bound morphemes,
or phrasemes ¢ They can be formally complex ¢ They can have combinatorial variants or
“allolexes” (indicated with ~). Some Amharic primes may have other allolexes in addition to
those indicated in the Table. ¢ Each prime has well-specified syntactic (combinatorial)

properties.




